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back and separate his command from the main body of the army. The attack was opened with a heavy artillery fire of grape, shell, round shot, and shrapnel; succeeding which, General Toombs led the assault of five regiments of Confederate infantry upon Hancock's force. The fight became almost hand to hand. It was short and sharp, and ended in repulse of the Confederates. On the following morning, Toombs returned to tlie attack, but was again repulsed with heavy loss, Hancock holding the enemy in check at this point until he "was able to make connection with the remainder of his division. The day after, June 21), he was engaged in similar hot work at Savage Station.
The line of retreat to the James passed across White Oak Swamp, and Keycs' corps, which was in advance, had made the passage on the 28th, folio wed by the long train of live thousand wagons, and twenty-five hundred beef-cattle, all of which had to cross the morass by one narrow defile.
Hancock's brigade had to protect this passage from the assault of the Confederate troops, hurried forward and massed in the rear of the retreating army. Sixty pieces of rebel artillery were posted on the other side of the ravine, whose opposite bank Hancock occupied, and poured their lire upon his men. The Confederate position could not be attacked, and no reply could be made to this terrible bombardment, except by two or three of the Union batteries. Hancock's men, moreover, had for three clays been marching by night and fighting by day, and were worn out by fatigue and loss of sleep. In such circumstances the best troops- are
